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JUNETEENTH RESOURCE GUIDE
Kiyomi Kowalski and April Powers co-founded Jewbian Princess as
two Black Jewish women working to create inclusive spaces in Jewish
organizations across the diaspora.

HISTORY
“Juneteenth” (also known as “Freedom Day,” “Jubilee Day,” “Liberation Day,” and “Emancipation Day”) is a
celebration of liberation! While freedom came to different states in the Confederacy at different times
(September 22, July 4, August 1, and November 1), it was not until June 19, 1865 that the last enslaved African
Americans in Texas were finally freed from bondage… a whopping two and a half years after President
Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, an order freeing all slaves in the Confederate States.
“Juneteenth” (“June” plus “19th”) is the holiday commemorating the end of legal slavery across the country.

TIMELINE

April 12, 1861

September 22, 1862
(effective January 1, 1863)

The Civil War begins after southern states secede from the Union
and form the Confederate States of America, because they want to
continue the practice of slavery. This is the bloodiest war ever fought
on American Soil and results in the deaths of between 620,000 to
750,000 people in just four years.

Lincoln issues the Emancipation Proclamation, declaring all enslaved
persons within the Confederate States of America free from bondage.

April 9, 1865

General Robert E. Lee, the commander of the Confederate States,
surrenders to Union Army.

April 14, 1865

Just days after the end of the war, President Abraham Lincoln is
assassinated by Confederate sympathizer, John Wilkes Boothe, while
attending a play at Ford Theater in Washington, D.C.

June 19, 1865

FREEDOM!! Union Army Major General Gordon Granger arrives in
Galveston, Texas with General Order No. 3 in hand, declaring “all
slaves are free.”
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GENERAL ORDER NO. 3

“

The people of Texas are informed that, in
		
accordance with a proclamation from the
Executive of the United States, all slaves are free. This
involves an absolute equality of personal rights and
rights of property between former masters and slaves,
and the connection heretofore existing between them
becomes that between employer and hired labor. The
freedmen are advised to remain quietly at their present
homes and work for wages. They are informed that they
will not be allowed to collect at military posts and that they will not be supported in idleness either there
or elsewhere.

CELEBRATE JUNETEENTH

“

To identify the achievement and exhilaration in black life is not to mute or minimize racism, but to
shame racism, to damn it to hell… we have seen black people dancing, chanting, singing [during
protests for black lives]. Do not misunderstand. This is not an absence of grief or rage, or a distraction. It
is insistence. And so, I must turn the pitying gaze back upon any who offer it to me, because they cannot
understand the spiritual majesty of joy in suffering. But my rejection of their account also comes with an
invitation. If you join us, you might feel not only our pain but also the beauty of being human.”
- Imani Perry
The Atlantic, Racism Is Terrible. Blackness Is Not.

CELEBRATIONS THEN:
Newly freed slaves were prohibited from celebrating in public parks
due to segregation, so Black leaders in Texas raised $1,000 to purchase
land in Houston, Texas (which was later named Emancipation Park).
People came from near and far to this land to commemorate the
holiday. At many of the early celebrations, the newly freed enslaved
persons were provided with instructions on how to vote.

CELEBRATIONS NOW:
Much like the way many Americans celebrate the 4th of July,
people in modern times celebrate Juneteenth by gathering their
communities together for fun and food! Continuing the tradition from
the first Juneteenth, many of these celebrations occur in public parks
with music, food, parades, food, games, dancing, and…more food!
Nothing says celebration like a barbeque in the park!
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THE MORE YOU KNOW: FIVE JUNETEENTH FACTS
JUNETEENTH HAS IT’S OWN FLAG

Juneteenth has a flag! In 1997, the Juneteenth flag was
created by Ben Haith, founder of the National Juneteenth
Celebration Foundation (“NJCF”) in collaboration with
Boston-based illustrator Lisa Jeanne Graf block parties,
festivals and more. The colors and symbols are similar
to those of the American flag, but they have different
meanings. “The star represents a new freedom, a new
people, a new star. The red, white, and blue colors
communicate that the American Slaves, and their
descendants were all Americans.”

GROWING IN POPULARITY

While celebrations occur in a large number of
communities, you will also find that many Black people
have never celebrated Juneteenth. But the holiday is
gaining popularity and more people have begun to
commemorate the day as the years go by.

ON THE FRONTLINES

Nearly one in 10 soldiers who served in the Union Army
were African American. The African American soldiers
refused pay for 18 months to protest being paid lower
wages than white soldiers.

FREEDOM FROM BONDAGE

Much like Passover, which commemorates the liberation of
Jewish people from the bondage of slavery under Pharoh,
Juneteeth commemorates the last African Americans
being freed from the inhumanity of chattel slavery. Did you
know that Harriet Tubman, the famous “conductor” of the
Underground Railroad, was known as “Moses” because she
delivered people to freedom in the promised land of the
North?

PLIGHT OF THE ISRAELITES

Many Black spirituals reference the plight of the Israelites.
“Go Down Moses” (and check out this modern version of
“Let My People Go), “Deep River,” and “Swing Low, Sweet
Chariot” all contain references to freedom beyond the
Jordan River (since traveling acrss the Jordan River was
similar to crossing the Ohio River to freedom from slavery
in North).
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CONNECTING ZIONISM TO BLACK LIBERATION
June 2021 marks the centennial commemoration of the 1921 destruction of Greenwood, a thriving Black community
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, at the hands of white supremicists. Much like Israel, a land for the Jewish people to prosper
without oppression, Greenwood was an experiment in Black self-determination in the United States. Under 24 hours
of bombing and destruction ending on June 1, 1921, Greenwood was burned down by white people who resented
Black prosperity in what was known as “America’s Black Wall Street.” White supremacists killed hundreds, ruined
opportunities for generational wealth passage in the Black community, and all but destroyed the dreams of Black
self-determination in the United States.
In 1919, just two years prior to the Tulsa Massacre and nearly 30 years before Israel was established as a nation-state,
famed Pan-Africanist and civil rights activist, W.E.B. Dubois, wrote the following about Black self determination: “The
African Movement means to us what the Zionist Movement must mean to the Jews....” Echoing a similar sentiment,
Rabbi Dov Peretz Perkins said, “Black Power is nothing more and nothing less than Black Zionism.” In his critique of
Black anti-Zionism, Evan M.J. Rosenberg said, “Black nationalism and Jewish nationalism will exist concurrently. To
accept one, you must accept the other.” The principles of protecting one’s community from oppression in the Zionist
and Black Liberation Movements have always been closely aligned.
As Jews and Zionists, we are committed to the pursuit of Tikkun Olam, our Jewish mandate to repair the world, and
to fight for liberation for all people. We stand shoulder-to-shoulder with our Black American siblings (both Jews and
non-Jews) in the fight for racial equity and equality, knowing that none of us are free until we are all free.

RESOURCES
WATCH: Watch Ava DuVernay’s documentary “13th” about how the 13th amendment to the U.S. Constitution allowed
freedom from slavery to open the door to bondage by incarceration, or “Amend,” then check out this list.
LISTEN: Listen to the Black National Anthem “Lift Every Voice and Sing”
READ: If you only have time to read one thing this summer, read Isabel Wilkerson’s “The Warmth of Other Suns,”
which chronicles Black America’s Great Migration story moving from the Jim Crow South to the North for more
freedom and opportunities. Also, check out this resource guide from the Society of Children’s Book Writers and
Illustrators for some child friendly resources.
ACT: 1. Contact the Human Resources Department at your organization and ask that the company make
Juneteenth a recognized day off for those who wish to observe; and then make sure you don’t schedule
important meetings on that day!
2. Support organized efforts for Juneteenth to become a national holiday.
3. Support Black-owned stores, art, museums, books.
4. Recognize what Jewish poet and pre-Zionism advocate Emma Lazarus famously said: “Until we are all free,

we are none of us free.” The Jewish people know that the fight for freedom from bondage is one that
requires our persistent energy no matter where in the world the fight is required. Donate or volunteer to
organizations leading the fight for freedom for all of us. Lesser known organizations that combat human
trafficking such as Unlikely Heroes need support as well.
5. Fight against revisionist history being taught in our schools (like the 1776 Commission) in favor of pedagogy

that is more inclusive of multiple historical perspectives (like the Pulitzer Prize winning author Nikole
Hannah- Jones’s 1619 Project).
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JOIN THE ZIONESS MOVEMENT
Zioness is a coalition of Jewish activists and allies who are
unabashedly progressive and unapologetically Zionist. Our
grassroots organization includes more than 30 chapters
across the country that fight for the advancement of social,
racial, economic and gender equality in America and for the
inclusion of Zionists in social justice spaces.

www.zioness.org

@ZIONESSMOVEMENT

